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Fig 1.  SD 739 717 site of 3 flat stones at NW side of Cote Gill. 

 
Note.  Footpath to summit of Ingleborough to the right of the picture. 
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Rock Art on the Slopes of Ingleborough 
 

In the summer of 1999, two members of Ingleborough Archaeology Group were 

walking on Ingleborough and the surrounding area.  The aim was to find and 

photograph archaeological features.  A study of what was currently recorded had 

been carried out prior to this research.  As this area was the kind of landscape you 

might expect to find rock art, we were surprised that none of these type of finds had 

been recorded and were mindful of this when field walking.  This thought led to the 

close examination of a large number of exposed stones. 

 

In June 1999 we were field walking the area to the NW and East of Cote Gill above 

Newby.  On the NW side (Map Ref: SD 739717),  adjacent to a footpath to the top of 

Little Ingleborough on route to Ingleborough summit  (Fig 1),  we found 3 flat 

gritstones with cup marks (Figs 2, 3 and 4).  All were adjacent to each other, within a 

3m square area.  We rolled back an area of thin turf on top of the largest stone, 

revealing more cup marks.  To the untrained eye the cup marks are meaningless, 

which probably accounts for them not being recognised for what they are.  Indeed, 

several people with an Archaeological interest have done research in this area 

which makes it all the more surprising that this rock art had not been seen 

previously. 

 

On the eastern side of Cote Gill  (Map Ref: SD 746 717)  , we came across a large 

up-standing gritstone boulder (Figs 5 and 6), carved with several cup marks, some 

with rings carved around them.  A section on one corner of this boulder had broken 

away and lifting this to examine the underside revealed more cup marks.   

 

One other stone (Map Ref SD  741 716 and Figs 7 and 8) was found to have several 

parallel grooves on its surface.  There are records of other similar marked stones, 

one of note being in West Kennet Long Barrow (Piggott, 1962).  This is described as 

having been used for sharpening or shaping hand axes. We can never know if this 

particular stone was used for this purpose, but it is unusual and we have not found 

another stone like it.  All the marked stones found are gritstone and this seems to be 

a general trend on the higher moors of the country as a whole. 
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There are many publications on rock art for the enthusiast, the purpose of this short 

paper is to record and inform those dedicated to the study of this subject.   Any 

other rock art found in the future will be recorded and put in the public domain. 
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Photographs 

All photographs used in this publication were taken by Arthur Batty. 

 

Front Cover photograph :  Photograph of Harryhorse Stone to the west of Cote Gill, with 

Ingleborough in the background. 
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Fig 2. (above)  and Fig 3 (below)  cup marks at North-west end of Cote Gill.  Fig 3 shows cup 
  

marks revealed after removing thin layer of turf on stone adjacent to Fig 2. 
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Fig 4.  One of the three cup-marked stones at  NW side of Cote Gill Map Ref: SD 739 717 . 
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Fig 5. (above) The eastern side of Cote Gill Map Ref: SD 746 717 showing location of cup-marked 
stones. The stone to the left is the broken piece with cup marks on the underside.   
 
Fig 6. (below) The cup-marked face.  
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Fig 7 (left) shows the location  of 
grooved stone in situ at Map Ref: 
SD 741 716 (below) Fig 8 shows 
a close up of the same stone. 


